Earle Hellen Sports Media Award

This award bestows special recognition on an outstanding member of the media who best exemplifies a commitment and service to golf and sport reporting and who demonstrates the same genuine appreciation for the role of the PGA Professional as was demonstrated by the late Earle Hellen (formerly of the Newport News Newspapers).

Rob Failes, PGA
The Golf Intervention Podcast/ Birdwood GC/Univ of Virginia	
Charlottesville, Virginia

Rob Failes was born in Fisherville, Virginia to Stephanie and Pat Failes. They introduced him to the game of golf when he was 7 years old at Lakeview Golf Course in Harrisonburg, VA. He eventually had his first golf-related job at this same course in outside services when he was in high school. During that time, he competed on the high school golf team as well. 

His first coach, John Rogers, inspired him to pursue playing and coaching golf. He counts Sean Kennedy, Mark Grace, Garrett Chaussard, Eric Layton, Jason Sutton, Seth Merz, and Hunter Brown as of the greatest influences on how he coaches players.

Rob graduated from the PGA Golf Management Program at Clemson University and was elected into PGA of America membership in 2017. He served as the Lead Instructor at Carmel Country Club from 2017-2021. In 2021, he took his current role at Birdwood GC as the Player Development Leader. He has been named Golf Digest Best in State (‘23-‘24, ‘24-‘25) and Golf Digest Best Young Teachers (2024, 2025). 

Failes has been married to his wife Anna for four years and they share one child Jackson (2).
 
Eric S. Layton, PGA
The Golf Intervention Podcast/ The Country Club of Virginia
Richmond, Virginia

Eric Layton was born in Johnston, Pennsylvania to Jim and JoEtta Layton. He has two brothers, Jim and Patrick. His youngest brother was the first in the family to express interest in playing golf and their father would take them a couple times a year to that point. Eric began playing in High School and choose to attend Methodist College and graduated with a degree in Business Administration with Concentration in Professional Golf Management in 2003. 

Eric was an Assistant Golf Professional at Rolling Rock Club from 2004-2005 before moving to the Middle Atlantic Section where he worked as an Assistant Golf Professional at Farmington Country Club from 2005-2007. It was during that time that he was elected to PGA of America membership in 2006. In 2007, he moved to The Country Club of Virginia and served as the Head PGA Professional for the first seven seasons before becoming the PGA Director of Instruction for the past ten seasons.  

Along his career path he shares he has been lucky to have many great PGA Professionals that he worked under and learned from including Carl Irvin, Chip Swanson, Rob McNamara, Richard Cromwell and Warren West.

Eric was named the 2019 MAPGA Youth Player Development Award and has been named one of Golf Digest Best Teacher's in Virginia since 2016.

Layton and his wife of 21 years, Rebecca, have four children: Emmalee (Sophomore at Liberty University), Andrew (Freshman at University of Virginia), Libby (7th grade), and Anna (5th grade). 
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