
Earle Hellen Sports Media Award 
 

This award bestows special recognition on an outstanding member of the media who best exemplifies a commitment and 

service to golf and sport reporting and who demonstrates the same genuine appreciation for the role of the PGA Professional 

as was demonstrated by the late Earle Hellen (formerly of the Newport News Newspapers). 

 

Scott Van Pelt 
ESPN Anchor, Golf Host 

 

Scott Van Pelt is host of the midnight edition of SportsCenter, bringing his unique perspective to the world of sports since 

September 7, 2015.  The program showcases Van Pelt’s passion for sports, with his self-deprecating wit and disposition toward 

celebrating stars and storylines. 

 

Since August of 2020, the program has originated from Washington, D.C. Van Pelt, who grew up in nearby Maryland, moved 

“home” along with the show to be closer to family. 

 

In addition, Van Pelt serves as main host of ESPN’s golf coverage, including the Masters and the PGA Championship, two of 

professional golf’s majors, and he hosts SportsCenter reports and specials from the events. 

 

Van Pelt joined ESPN in early 2001 as the network’s lead professional golf reporter, shortly thereafter becoming a SportsCenter 

anchor and later a co-host on ESPN Radio of Tirico and Van Pelt each weekday afternoon. 

 

In July 2009, The Scott Van Pelt Show made its debut on ESPN Radio and in a simulcast on ESPN2. The show was re-named 

SVP & Russillo in October 2012 and ended in the summer of 2015 when Van Pelt was preparing for the launch of the new 

midnight SportsCenter. 

 

Van Pelt also contributed to ESPN College GameDay for several years with his “Bald Man on Campus” feature. 

 

Van Pelt came to ESPN from The Golf Channel, where he was an anchor and reporter for the sport-specific network from 

1994-2000.  During his years there, he was the co-host of studio programs Golf Central, Leaderboard Report and occasional 

host of Viewer’s Forum. 

 

Van Pelt began his sports broadcasting career at WTTG-TV (FOX) in Washington, D.C., in 1990.  He worked in WTTG sports 

studio production department contributing content for the station’s The 10:00 News, Sunday Night’s Sports Extra and specials 

on the Washington Redskins. 

 

A native of Brookeville, Md., Van Pelt graduated from the University of Maryland with a bachelor’s degree in radio/television 

and film. He is proud of his Maryland Terrapins sports teams and often attends games as a spectator when his schedule permits. 

Scott is an avid golfer at a local club and a regular attendee of golf charity events! 


